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during the Middle Ages ; the spot where, down to
our own era, all criminals passing that way to
execution received from the pious monks a soothing
drink as last farewell to life. Further, Wittenberg's
name is absent from the record of the burgomasters ;
an omission in this place, which doubtless has the
same meaning as the absence of Marino Fallen's
portrait among the long row of Doges in the
Venetian Palace.

The election of a burgomaster as leader of the
troops is quite in character with the spirit of those
times. Such trade warriors are not uncommon in the
history of the Hansa. Within the roomy stone hall
that served as entry and store-room to those ancient
dwelling-houses, it was usual to see helmet, armour,
and sword hanging up above stores of codfish,
barrels of herrings, casks of beer, bales of cloth, or
what not besides.

To this day the stranger is shown in the market-
place at Liibeck the stone on which Wittenberg sat
before his execution, and in the collection of antiqui-'
ties is the chair of torture in which he was borne
thither.    So sternly did the Hansa punish.

There exists an entirely unauthenticated fable that
'Wittenberg had betrayed his trust in return for a
dance with the Queen of Denmark, promising her as
.a reward the island of Bornholm. That the fable had
some currency is proved by the fact that for a long
while there survived in Liibeck the expression, " He
is dancing away Bornholm," when some one light-
heartedly did an unjustifiable deed. The story has
given one of the younger German poets, Geibel, the